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XX. An Account of a Volcanic Hill near Invernefs* In 
a Letter from Thomas Weft, Efq. to Mr. Lane, F* R.S* 



BEAR SIR, oa. zf § 1776. 

Read Dec. 12, a g y ou f eem defirous to have a more par- 

u. a» ticular account of the lava, which I 
left at your houfe on my return from my tour in Scot- 
land, I herewith fend it you. At the fame time I muft 
own, that the little attention paid to fo extraordinary a 
phenomenon, and which feems to prove beyond a doubt 
the exiftence of vokanos in this country, is to me matter 
of great furprize. 

The hill from whence I took the fpecimens of lava 
which I have the pleafure to fend you, is about a mile 
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and an half diftant from Invernefs, and is called by the 
inhabitants Creek Faterick, or Peter's Rock : the lower 
part of it is chiefly ploughed up ; the upper part is ex- 
tremely fteep, craggy, and very difficult of accefs, and 
appears to me to have evident marks of having been a 
volcano, as by much the greateft part of the largeft 
rocks on it have been either ftrongly calcined or fufed, 
as will, I think, plainly appear by thefe fpecimens, fome 
of which 1 picked up on the (ides of the hill, others I 
broke off from the folid rock with a pick-axe (though 
not without great difficulty, on account of the extreme 
hardnefs of the rock) ; and others I dug out from the 
fummit of the hill, at the depth of four feet, lying in 
a rich, light, black mould, which, after having been ex- 
pofed to the air for fome time^ turned to a whitifh afh 
colour. 

On the fummit of this hill (which commands a moft 
Ixeautiful and extenfive profpedt) is a fmall plane, ninety 
paces long, by twenty-feven wide, furrounded by rocks, 
from fix to eight feet high, like a breaft-work, extremely 
craggy, and difficult of accefs on the outfide, but riling 
from the center, in the infide, to the top of the breaft- 
work, with a gentle flope of turf, equal to any of the 
fineft on our fheep downs. This I at firft thought might 
have been the crater; but the fmoothnefs of the infide 
feeming not to favour this opinion, I-carefully examined 
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every part of the hill, in hopes of finding fome marks 
of one, but without fuccefs. There are, indeed, feveral 
fmall caves, but of no great depth, which Teen* to be 
formed by the hanging rocks on the fides, near the top 
of the hill. There is alfo a fmall fpring about fifty 
yards from the top of the hill, but it was almoft dry 
when I faw it, which was the latter end of July. I could 
not get, from the beft inquiries I was able to make, any 
account of this extraordinay phenomenon, no perfon in 
Invernefs (except one gentleman of that city) having 
ever taken the leaft notice of it ; nor can I find that any 
mention has ever been made of it in hiftory, though it 
feems probable that there has been at leaft one more in 
this part of the country j as a gentleman near Dingwal, 
which is about twenty miles from Invernefs, affured me, 
that there were many ftones on a hill near his houfe 
which they called the vitrified fortification, that had the 
fame appearance with thofe at Creek Faterick ; but that 
no perfon had ever taken any particular notice of them r *\ 

1 am, &x. 

(a) The fpecimens fent with the above letter to the Royal Society, having 
been examined by fome members well acquainted with volcanic productions^ 
were-by them judged to be real lava j and it was their opinion, that if a great 
quantity of the like fubfbnce be found on the hill from whence thefe pieces. 
were taken, the hill moft probably owes its origin to a volcano, j, P. 







